Certified Forage Tidbits

Seasonal Summary of the Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Program
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Certified Hay Production:

W Tons of NWSFF After each growing season, 5,097 acres inspected
B Inspected Acres the Noxious Weed Seed
20,308 Free Forage (NWSFF) Pro- 4,958 acres certified
W Hay Inspected gram analyzes the number of
18,410 acres inspected by field in- 11,294 tons produced
O Straw Inspected spectors. The graph shows
the season end summary for . :
the past three years. This Certified Straw Production:
13,122 growing season had a signif- .
icant increase in total tons of 3,860 acres Inspected
10,842 forage produced and total 3,858 acres certified
8,957 acres of straw inspected.
= Two other decreases this 7,116 tons produced
6,690 year: new producers and
P2 total producer participation.

5,097
s, In 2018 there were only 14 Certified Forage Producers:
A new producers and a total of

174 producers participating 174 producers participated
in the NWSFF Program.
Jid 222 total inspections

2016 2017 2018

4,909




Looking Back at the U.S. Hay Market over the Last Century

A Closer Look: Examining the trends in hay production since 1919.

Figure 1. Hay Production (Million Tons), U.S., 1919-2017
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Figure 2. Hay HarvestAcres, U.S., 1919-2017
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Figure 3. Hay Yield (Tons/Acre), U.S., 1919-2017
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New Program Coordinator! Certified Forage Benefits

Certified forage provides pro-
ducers with a benefit to market a
weed seed free product to forage
buyers needing the certified for-
age for public lands, their own
property, or reclamation work.

The NWSFF Program is a true
weed prevention tool for keep-
ing noxious weeds and undesira-
ble plants out of the backcoun-
try. As aresult, certified forage
is required when horses or pack
animals are used on public lands
in Montana.
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=B, Certified forage is REQUIRED! | Find certified forage products at: AGR.mt.gov Qﬁ%&h‘m

Redesigned Certified Forage Brochure! Noxious Weed [ fhevee ot wrpedronse - Certified Forage Benefits.

Prevention 11| ot reguind o privise In 1995, Montana’s legisiators realized that the natural resources of the
R O T D e o e e e s e o
Starts with You! :

I}
Need PREXENTION 20! passed the Noxtous Weed Sead Free Forage Act.
Noxious weed control starts with making, 0 Pl
informed decisions about how o protect your ® Inspected for noxious and regional weeds. | * 4 :

land from noxious weeds. Montana law

The redesigned brochure to
help promote certified forage !
to those folks that own horses, . % el

® Poisonous plants are not allowed in NWSFF.

mules, and other livestock is
available. Certified hay and
straw are good tools for nox-
ious weed prevention. The
goal for this brochure is to get
it out to feed stores for their
customers to hopefully influ-
ence them to Buy Smarter! If
you know places to distribute
this brochure, please contact

Rory at rory.ruffner@mt.gov.

seed on their property. One way landowners £ v o =
Reasons to Buy Smarter: R

with livestock can protect their land
from noxious weeds is to Buy Smarter
and feed MT certified forage. When you
purchase certified products (hay, straw,
whole oats, pellets, and cubes) you are
buying forage thathas been certified as
noxious weed seed free. By making the
decision to Buy Smarter you are helping

| preventthe spread of noxious weeds!
o~ g

2
Tags:

Small red tags are
also an approved
‘maker for hay or
straw baled as certi-
fied noxious weed

+ Required on public lands.

+ Fields where certified forage
is harvested from must be
inspected every year.

The cost of preventing nox-
ious weeds is much cheaper
than the costs associated with
noxious weed control.

tects your animals from toxic
or poisonous plants or weeds.
Reduces new noxious weeds
from being introduced onto
private property.

Feeding certified forage helps
protect county fairgrounds
during 4-H and rodeo events.

Transportation Certificates:
When you Buy Smarter and choose
certified forage that is baled, marked
‘with twine or tags, make sure to re-
quest a transportation certificate from

inspected, the inspector that certified
the field, and specifics about the hay.




Winter 2018-19 Outlook: El Nino?

. . . NWSFF Advisory Council
By: Montana Drought and Climate, University of Montana

The Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage
(NWSFF) Program has an Advisory
Council to help advise the MT De-
partment of Agriculture (MDA) on
administering the NWSFF Program.
The council is composed of 10 voting
members: four certified forage pro-
ducers, two county weed district
reps., one livestock/ag rep., one
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